Speaker Bios

The Honorable Brian Birdwell
Assistant Secretary of War for Sustainment, Department of War

Confirmed by the Senate in May, 2026, the Honorable Brian Birdwell
currently serves as the Assistant Secretary of War for Sustainment
(ASW(S)). As the ASW(S), HON Birdwell is the principal staff
assistant and advisor to the Under Secretary of War for Acquisition
& Sustainment (USW(A&S)), Deputy Secretary of War, and
Secretary of War on Department of War (DoW) logistics, materiel
readiness, and product support. HON Birdwell also oversees the
Defense Logistics Agency and Defense Microelectronics Activity
and, on behalf of the USW(A&S), is the principal logistics official for
the DoW.

Prior to his swearing in as the ASW(S), HON Birdwell served in elected office, representing the
communities in the 12 counties of Texas State Senate District 22. First elected to the Texas
State Senate in a special election in June 2010, HON Birdwell served as a State Senator
through May 2026. While in the Texas State Senate, HON Birdwell served as the Chairman of
the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and the Senate Committee on Border Security
along with numerous other committee assignments. In 2021, HON Birdwell was selected by
his fellow Senate colleagues to serve as the President Pro Tempore of the Texas State Senate
for the 87th Regular Session.

Prior to elected office, HON Birdwell had a distinguished career with the U.S. Army.

As the Distinguished Military Graduate of the Lamar University Army ROTC program, HON
Birdwell was commissioned as an officer in the U.S. Army in 1984 and served a 20-year career
in both Field Artillery and Quartermaster billets with numerous training deployments and two
operational deployments.

In 1990, he deployed to Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm, where he was awarded the
Bronze Star for Exceptional Meritorious Achievement and as part of the 2nd ACR battle group
was awarded the Valorous Unit Award for action at the Battle of the 73rd Easting. In 1998, he
deployed to Central America as the Joint Operations Officer for Joint Task Force Aguila to
execute humanitarian relief operations in the aftermath of Hurricane Mitch. severity. HON
Birdwell was awarded the Purple Heart for wounds received that day. Upon retirement in July
2004, he was awarded the Legion of Merit.ell was a 2024 inductee in the U.S. Field Artillery
Association Hall of Fame. In 2025, HON Birdwell was inducted in the U.S. Martial Arts Hall

of Fame.
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In 2001, HON Birdwell was serving on the Department of the Army staff at the Pentagon as the
military aide to the Deputy Assistant Chief of Staff for Installation Management. On
September 11th, when American Airlines Flight 77 was crashed just yards away from his
second floor Pentagon office, HON Birdwell was critically wounded and severely burned. Of
the burns that covered more than 60 percent of his body, nearly half were third degree in
severity. HON Birdwell was awarded the Purple Heart for wounds received that day. Upon
retirement in July 2004, he was awarded the Legion of Merit.

Motivated by his personal experience on September 11th and during his recovery, HON
Birdwell and his wife Mel, operated Face the Fire Ministries from 2004 to 2017 which they
jointly founded to support critical-burn survivors and wounded service-members and their
families.

Born in Fort Worth, Texas, HON Birdwell is a graduate of Lamar University in Beaumont, the
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, and the University of Missouri-Kansas City,
where he earned a Master of Public Administration degree. HON Birdwell was a 2024 inductee
in the U.S. Field Artillery Association Hall of Fame. In 2025, HON Birdwell was inducted in the
U.S. Martial Arts Hall of Fame.

The Birdwells have been married for more than 35 years and have one son, Matt, daughter-in-
law, Ann Marie, and two grandchildren.

Ron Carlee
County Manager (Retired), Arlington County

Prior to 9/11, Ron Carlee had worked for Arlington County for
over 20 years, but he had only been appointed County Manager
in early 2001. He remained with Arlington through 2009, when he
retired to the International City-County Manager Association,
where he served as Chief Operating Officer. In 2013, he was
appointed City Manager of Charlotte, North Carolina, leaving in
2016 to fulfill his long-term goal of teaching full-time. Today he is
an Assistant Professor of Public Administration at Old Dominion
University. He and his wife Emily live in downtown Norfolk.




CAPT Bernetta Lane, USPHS, Ret.

Dr., Profressor, Bowie State University

Dr. Bernetta L. Lane is a veteran and lifelong public servant with
more than 30 years of active and reserve service in the United
States Uniformed Services. She currently serves as a Professor at
Bowie State University in the Department of Health Sciences,
College of Professional Studies, Public Health Informatics and
Technology Program and Department of Nursing. Additionally, she
is a Maryland Ambassador for the Military Women's Memorial and
provides leadership in her community as a HOA Vice President and
public health advocate.

Captain (CAPT) Bernetta L. Lane, recently retired from active duty where she served as Senior
Leader/Director in the United States Public Health Service (USPHS) Commissioned Corps
having been last stationed at the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and served as a Senior
Regulatory Health Project Manager in the Office of Regulatory Operations located in the Office
of New Drugs, within the Center for Drug Evaluation and Research. She advised the
pharmaceutical industry and review teams of their obligations under the federal Food, Drug
and Cosmetic Act and the Public Health Service Act. She served as liaison between industry
and FDA regarding the entire pharmaceutical product lifecycle. CAPT Lane directed and
facilitated communication with regulatory executives and managers regarding pertinent
regulatory requirements related to drug development in support of the FDA's mission.

CAPT Lane joined the FDA in 2014 as a Senior Regulatory Management Officer followed by
selection to the position of Associate Director for Regulatory Affairs (ADRA) in the Office of
Pharmaceutical Quality (OPQ)/Office of Process and Facilities (OPF). As the ADRA, she
provided leadership and direction in strengthening the operation and scientific management
of OPF. CAPT Lane provided expertise in regulatory matters, and managed policy and
guidance development. Additionally, the ADRA served as a liaison to various OPQ Offices.

CAPT Lane began her federal career in the Department of Defense (DoD) 35 years ago as a
United States Air Force (USAF) Reserve Airman. After becoming a Non-Commissioned
Officer, she received a direct commission in the USAF Reserve as a Second Lieutenant and
served as Medical Crew Director/Flight Nurse in the 64th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron.
In 2000, she began an active-duty assignment at the DiLorenzo Pentagon Health Clinic in the
role of Chief, Reserve Affairs/Health Promotion Manager followed by appointment to Chief,
Physical Examinations and Standards. She supervised the administration and operation of the
clinic's Tri-Service physical examination standards and process, responsible for the care of
10,000 beneficiaries. Moreover, CAPT Lane was a premiere first responder specific to the
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terrorist attack at the Pentagon as she and her team saved countless lives on the horrific day.
She worked tirelessly during and after the attack and helped to expand medical services to
thousands of rescue workers.

In 2004, she did an inter-service transfer from USAF to USPHS with assignment to DoD
TRICARE Management Activity/Health Affairs. The various leadership positions held included
Chief of Health Insurance Portability Accountability Act, Director of Coding Compliance Editor,
Outpatient Product Line Deputy Manager, and Executive Officer in Psychological Health Clinical
Standards of Care.

CAPT Lane was assigned to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and served
as Senior Program Management Officer/Policy Lead and Requirements Team Lead in the
Coordinating Center for Health Information and Services. She also served in the Coordinating
Office for Terrorism Preparedness and Emergency Response, in the role of Public Health
Analyst/Project Officer, and was responsible for providing complete oversight of eight
prestigious universities' preparedness program and ensured appropriate use of CDC funding in
partnership with state health departments.

CAPT Bernetta Lane is the recipient of numerous awards, decorations, and honors, which
include The Presidents Lifetime Achievement Award, Commendation Award from Georgia State
Governor and Senate for patriotism and heroism on 9/11, DoD Defense Meritorious Service
Medal, DoD Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, DoD Joint Meritorious Unit Award, PHS
Presidential Unit Citation Award, PHS Outstanding Unit Citation Award, PHS Unit
Commendation Award, U.S. Army and USAF Commendation Medals, Crisis Response Service
Award, National Defense Service Medal, Covid-19 Pandemic Campaign Medal, Coordinating
Center for Health Information Service Director’s Award, and USPHS Chief Nurse Officer Award.
She has received letters of commendation for serving in clinical leadership roles during the
Presidential Inaugurations and from both US Surgeon General and Assistant Secretary for
Health for serving as Aide-De-Camp.

CAPT Lane received her Bachelor of Business Administration from University of West Georgia,
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Clayton State University, and a Master of Business
Administration from Webster University. She has completed doctoral and master’s level courses
at Duke University School of Nursing, which she was inducted into Sigma Theta Tau
International Honor Society of Nursing, followed by earning a Doctor of Health Science in
Global Health from Nova Southeastern University. In 2024 she successfully completed the
Women's Leadership Program: Leading With Power and Influence from Yale University School
of Management, Executive Education. Last, but not least, in June 2025, she was awarded an
Honorary Doctorate in Humanitarianism from the Global International Alliance Advocate
University.




Jim Schwartz
Deputy County Manager (Retired), Arlington County

Jim Schwartz retired in 2021 after serving five years as the Deputy
County Manager for public safety and technology in Arlington,
Virginia. Prior to that he served in the Arlington County Fire
Department for 32 years, the last eleven as Chief of Department.
The Arlington County Fire Department was the lead agency for the
response to the September 11, 2001 attack at the Pentagon. Chief
Schwartz led the unified command effort for the Pentagon incident.

Schwartz is a senior fellow with the Program on Crisis Leadership at
the Harvard Kennedy School of Government and teaches in the

Executive Education programs including, Leadership in Crises, the General and Flag Officer
Homeland Security Executive Seminar, and Leadership in Homeland Security.

Schwartz provides frequent lectures on Crisis Leadership for organizations such as U.S. State
Department, FBI, several universities and numerous international audiences; he also lectured
as part the Joint Counterterrorism Awareness Workshop Series (JCTAWS) on complex
coordinated attack preparedness provided by FEMA.

Mr. Schwartz is a board member for the Committee for Tactical Emergency Casualty Care and
sits on the board of advisors for the Wilson Center for Leadership in the Public Interest at
Hampden-Sydney College. He is a founder of the Northern Virginia Emergency Response
System an inter-disciplinary, multi-jurisdictional organization that works to support and
enhance regional preparedness.

Chief Schwartz graduated from the University of Maryland with a bachelor’s degree in Fire
Administration and is a graduate of the Executive Leaders Program at the Center for
Homeland Defense and Security at the Naval Postgraduate School.




CWS5 Phyllis Wilson, US Army (Ret), RN

President, Military Women's Memorial Foundation

Phyllis Wilson served 37 years in the Army as a Military Intelligence
Officer. She has served on five continents visiting more than 35
countries.

She has been mobilized numerous times to shoulder the duties of
defense of the nation and has deployed to Iraq several times as an
Intelligence Analyst with Special Operations.

ief Warrant Officer Five (Retired) Phyllis J. Wilson served as the 5th
Command Chief Warrant Officer of the entire United States Army
Reserve (USAR). As the most senior Warrant Officer, she was a key

member of the USAR Executive Team managing an organization of more than 200,000
personnel with an annual operating budget of more than $8 Billion.

She was a Senior Military Fellow with the Chief of Staff of the Army’s Strategic Studies Group
focused on Global issues 2050 and beyond.

Phyllis is a Registered Nurse with two master’s degrees, and a graduate certificate in Non-
Profit Management from Duke University. She attended the Defense Language Institute in
Monterey, California for both German and Spanish. She is a graduate of the Program in
Advanced Security Studies at the George C. Marshall Center and School in Garmisch,
Germany. Phyllis has received numerous military decorations and awards ranging from the
Legion of Merit to the Army Parachutist Badge. Yes, she has jumped out of military aircraft!
She has been inducted into the Army Women's Foundation Hall of Fame, the U.S. Veterans
Hall of Fame, and the Order of the Eagle Rising Society.

She is President of the Military Women's Memorial and Foundation - the only major national
memorial honoring the 3 Million women who have defended America from the Revolutionary
War to today. She is a member of the Board of Directors for Policy Vets and Allied Forces
Foundation. She is also a Senior Fellow at the Association of the United States Army (AUSA).

Phyllis is a life member of The American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Military Order of the
World Wars, Association of the United States Army, Reserve Organization of America, Military
Women Across the Nation, Army Women Veterans Association, Military Officers Association

of America, Disabled American Veterans, and the U.S. Army Warrant Officers Association. As a
descendant of the Pilgrims, she is a member of the Mayflower Society, with the same lineage
qualifying her to be a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution.

In March 2020, Phyllis was named a Power Player of the Week on Fox News Sunday with Chris
Wallace.

She has eight children and sixteen grandchildren. Four of her sons are combat veterans.
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