
 

  



 

The Women In Military Service For America Memorial 

(recently rebranded as the “Military Women’s 

Memorial”) is the only major national memorial honoring 

all women who have defended America throughout 

history, from the American Revolution to the present.  

The history of women in the American military is a 

complex, compelling and crucial part of our national 

story. The trailblazing women who overcame 

significant barriers in order to serve their country 

must be recognized and remembered for the nation to 

understand where military women have been, what has been sacrificed, and how the narrative about their 

service can shape future women’s service.  

2021 is certainly an unusual time to report on our activities in 2019, but the COVID 19 Pandemic 

generated more than a small amount of havoc in all our plans and work! Nonetheless, 2019 was a year of  
continued progress for the Military Women’s Memorial, as was 2020 despite a global Pandemic and the 

impact it had on the economy. We are proud to share that progress with our supporters in this report.  

Among our major accomplishments was the selection and installation of a new Foundation President – retired 

Army Chief Warrant Officer Five Phyllis J. Wilson, to replace retired Army Major General Dee Ann McWilliams 

who saw us through to financial solvency during her 2016-2019 tenure. More on this transition later. 

Our goal, through the blur of 2019-2020, was to sustain the Memorial and ensure it would survive for 

decades to come as a place where everyone could learn about the astounding history of America’s military 

women. It is gratifying to report the goal was accomplished in spite of some incredible challenges. Looking 

forward, we see a Memorial that continues its solid transition from surviving to thriving. We also see a 

Memorial that remains accessible in-person along with its growing online presence. 

Despite the challenges of 2019, the Memorial successfully hosted major events highlighting women of 

courage and accomplishment. These events in turn, brought much deserved recognition to the service of 

military women, past and present – and for which we are forever grateful. While 2020 restricted most in 

person events, we capitalized upon the circumstances to transition to virtual platforms to tell “HERstory” 

and to bring the Military Women’s Memorial to life for patrons across the country.  

We are proud of our continued opportunity to welcome to the Memorial visitors of all ages and backgrounds 

and share with them the amazing accomplishments of America’s women patriots.  
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      Updated our branding! 

 

      Major building repairs completed!  

      Sustained financial stability despite Pandemic! 

      Received more national media coverage! 

      Put the gift shop back on line! 
 

      Launched new programs! 

      Launched a new Register database! 

      Transitioned to a new President! 
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https://womensmemorial.org/index.php/financial-transparency-2/


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

Craig Newmark Philanthropies 
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Military Women's Memorial Living 
Legends Program. 

There are so many amazing trailblazers 
living amongst us that have never been 
fully recognized for their contributions 
that created the pathways that military 
women can follow today. 
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The Living Legend Program recognizes military women 
whose stories of service provide inspiration and example 
for all to appreciate. These are the stories of ordinary 
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women who, by choosing to serve, did ------------------. 

extraordinary things for their county and our 
freedoms. 

Stories like that of Navy Petty Officer Elizabeth 
Robarts who served as a WAVE during WWII, 
working on a top-secret program to build 
machines capable of breaking the Nazi Enigma 
codes. 

Or stories like Army Lieutenant Audrey Jones 
who served as a dietician and landed on the 
beaches of Normandy after D-Day and then 
supported Patton's Third Army as it moved 
through France, Luxembourg, and Germany. 

These stories, when brought to light, serve to 
increase public awareness of women's 
contributions to America's national defense and 
deserve special recognition. 
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Georgia Ambassador Victoria Turney 

(standing center) presenting Living Legend award to 

WWII Army 1st LT Irma Dryden 

Colorado Ambassador Joaquina 

Sotomayor presenting a Living Legend 

award to WWII 1 LT Eleanor Burcky 

Living Legend 100-year-old WWII 

Navy WAVE Mildred Harrison 

interviewed on KOBI-TV NBC5  

South Carolina Ambassador Shelly 

Langston presenting a Living Legend 

Award to WWII Navy WAVE PO1 Betty 





Honor Flights 

Throughout 2019, we were grateful to receive and recognize numerous Honor Flights, to include 
a number of all-women Honor Flights from across the country. The pride that our women 
veterans feel in being able to visit a memorial dedicated to their service is one of our greatest 
honors. Among the Honor Flight visits were all-women Flights from Rhode Island, Nebraska, 
Utah, and Pennsylvania. 

Utah all women Honor Flight 

Audrey Battis Corbett 

and Kathleen Hayes on 

their Honor Flight Visit 

Virtual Tours 

While few experiences replace the joy of welcoming women 
veterans to their Memorial in person, we recognized many 
will never have the opportunity to make the trip. Thanks 
to a grant from the Airpower Foundation, in 2020 we 
completed more than a year's effort working with Visual 
Creations LLC. to launch a Virtual Tour of the Memorial. 

A link to this tour can be found on our website. It offers 
a self-guided tour of the Memorial and the history the Memorial 
represents. It is a great tool for those who are planning a visit, those 
who can only visit virtually, and to educators and students. 
In addition to offering a visit from afar, in-person visitors to 
the memorial can use it to get additional information about 
the exhibits as if they were on a guided tour. 

Virginia International Tattoo 

The Foundation was proud to serve as one of the honorary 
co-hosts at the Virginia International Tattoo for the 2019 
show themed "Courage and Commitment - A Salute to 
Women in the Military." 

American Legion National Convention 

The American Legion, an organization that 
has included women members since its 
inception, invited the Military Women's 
Memorial to provide an update on our mission 
to honor military women during their annual 
convention. This was also the Legion's 100th 
Anniversary. 

Foundation Board 

Chair MG (Ret) 

Jan Edmunds 

addresses the 

American Legion 

Virginia International Tattoo 

Finale Salute to Women Veterans 





Thought Leadership 

CNBC Halftime Report. In addition to our regular 
Veteran's Day Program, thanks to 
COMCAST/NBCUniversal, the Memorial was proud 
to host CNBC's "Fast Money Halftime Report" which 
brought together a panel of active and retired military 
and military families. On this powerhouse panel were 
Major General Maria Barrett; Army Veteran Kelly 
Demers, Senior Vice President and Private Client 
Advisor, Bank of America Private Bank; Admiral 
(Retired) Michelle Howard, U.S. Navy, member of IBM's 
Board of Directors; Army Veteran and Women 
Veterans of Wall Street Co-Founder Patricia La Borda; 
Army Brigadier General Paula Lodi; Patricia Murphy, 
Senior Vice President, Wealth Management UBS; 
Betsy Nunez and First Lieutenant (Retired) Emily 
Nunez Cavness, Co-Founders of Plough and Sword; 
and Air Force Lieutenant General Jacqueline Van 
Ovost. 

"Aim High" The Military Women's Memorial was 
proud to host a Fireside Chat and book signing with 
the 23rd Secretary of the Air Force, Debbie Lee James. 
Thanks to the sponsorship of Leidos Corporation, our 
audience engaged with Secretary James on her time in 
the Department of Defense and on the leadership 
lessons from her book "Aim High." 

"Nerves of Steel" was another memorable book 
event in which former Navy F/ A-18 pilot Tammy Jo 
Shults provided a harrowing recount of her experience 
as the Southwest Airlines Captain who was required 
to demonstrate her training and unyielding courage 
when she safely landed SW Flight 1380 after one 
engine blew up. Her book was aptly named "Nerves 
of Steel!" 

MWM President Phyllis Wilson presenting retired Naval 

Aviator and Southwest Airlines Captain 

Tammy Jo Shults with a copy of her Registration - we are so 

proud to preserve her story! 

CNBC HalfTime Report - Hosted at the Military 

Women's Memorial for Veteran's Day 

Book Signing and 

Fireside Chat with 

Deborah Lee James 

� ,..leidos 

(From left) Gerry Fasano, Honorable Debbie Lee 

James, Brig Gen (Ret) Vaught and Leidos 

CEO Roger Krone



Women Defending the Nation 

The Military Women's Memorial partnered with Booz

Allen Hamilton and Women In Defense to present an 
online conversation with women leaders from across 
the defense space to learn how women service 
members can transition into a civilian defense career, 
and why in-demand tech positions especially should be 
considered. 

During the seminar, panelists discussed the overall role 
of women in defense and provided insights on how to 
pursue executive leadership roles supporting national 
security. Networking breakout sessions 
followed the discussion for more in-depth 
exchange with the participating audience. 

News Coverage 

2019 and 2020 brought a great deal of new 
awareness about the Military Women's 
Memorial through opportunities that included 
a Business of Government News Hour 
feature as well as Fox News Power Player of 
the Week feature with our own President, 
Phyllis Wilson. Her interview with Chris 
Wallace provided an opportunity to highlight 
the mission of the Memorial - to chronicle  
and preserve the history of all women who 
have served in defense of our freedoms. 

MWM President Phyllis Wilson being interviewed by 

Chris Wallace for Fox News Sunday 

Despite the Pandemic, we made many inroads in elevating 
the Memorial to the national stage. Key to keeping our 
programs going was increasing our skills with digital 
platforms and virtual technology. 

From short videos about Registration to online seminars, 
discussions and digital Oral Histories, the Military Women's 
Memorial dramatically increased its ability to extend our 
programming beyond the physical space of the Memorial 
reaching audiences nationwide. 

An upside of relying on virtual technology for most of our programming is the ability to capture 
and view programming on demand thru our Facebook Page or our Military Women's Memorial 
YouTube channel (to which we encourage everyone "subscribe")!). 

- UVouTube military wonums momori&I 

A Special Veterans Day Message from Women In Milrtary Service for Amenca 

Memorial 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_wOUyMQYwIESrm_jux-6Ng
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_wOUyMQYwIESrm_jux-6Ng
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“Proud to have served next to the finest women 

to wear the uniform… for SSGT Lori P. and CPL 

Jacqueline R., USMC.” – 1st SGT Ryan L. USMC 

“Thank you, ladies, for all you do.  You guys 

are extraordinary women that fight for 

what you believe in! Continue fighting and 

proving people wrong! You inspire me!” - xoxo 

Molly😊

“Proudly served my country in the U.S. Army.  

OIF/OEF 2003-2005! Women are a breed all 

our own! We are still figuring out how to not be 

invisible.” – Sgt. Sliker 454th Transportation  

“It is with honor and respect 

that I put my uniform on every 

day… we are in this together.” - 

HM “Q” 

“To all women who serve, you are such amazing people. Thank you for giving your life for 

someone you might not know.  What you do for this country is so amazing … and brave.  I 

look up to you in the greatest ways.  Thank you for serving – not by requirement but by 

being a volunteer.  You are magnificent.”  -LH 

“Thank you for reminding me 

why I still want to do this. 

Much love to my fellow 

shipmates.” – AM2 CN U.S.N. 



MILITARY 

WOMEN'S 
MEMORIAL™ 

NEW LOOK. SAME MISSION. 

oo{u 
SHARE YOUR HERSTORY 

FOR FREE 

Help us preserve the stories of the 3 million women 
who have served in the Armed Forces. 

WWW.WOMEN SM EMO RIAL.ORG 






